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Mobile Center Awarded Grant to Help Abused Children
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $157,464 grant to the Mobile County Commission to support the county’s Child Advocacy Center.

The center will use the funds for services to victims of child abuse and family members who were not involved in the abuse.  Forms of assistance include counseling, forensic medical examinations, legal services, court preparation and transportation.
“We must do all we can to help brighten the futures of children who have been traumatized by the menacing impact of abuse,” Riley said.  “This grant will help sustain vital programs for Mobile County children.”
The Child Advocacy Center coordinates the services of 28 social work professionals from seven agencies in one central location to help child victims recover from sexual and physical abuse.  In 2004, the center provided services to more than 3,000 children.
Along with offering victim services, the center is a conduit for continuous training for local officials who work with abused children.  Community education also is a priority for the center which sponsors public speakers and school programs.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mike Dean, president of the Mobile County Commission, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $39,366 will supplement the grant.
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