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	June 28, 2005
Governor Riley Awards $200,000 Grant to Create New Jobs in Monroeville
MONTGOMERY - Governor Bob Riley today announced a $200,000 grant to help bring 60 new jobs to Monroeville. 

The City of Monroeville will use the grant to improve a drainage system that will allow Vanity Fair Corp. to expand its distribution center. The company is building a 90,000-square foot addition, a move that company officials say will lead them to hire 60 new employees.

"As Governor, I’ve made it a priority to help our existing industries expand and create new jobs because companies that are already here generate 70 percent of all new jobs in Alabama," Governor Riley said. "I’m pleased to assist this expansion of Vanity Fair and believe it will lead to even more good economic news for Monroeville." 

The distribution center will be located on property Vanity Fair has used as a drainage basin to prevent flooding and erosion. The grant will be used to create an alternative drainage system to avoid flooding of nearby residences and streets. The city has pledged an additional $145,660 to help fund the drainage project.

State Representative Greg Albritton praised the approval of funding for the project.

"Existing industry is the foundation of our state’s economy. Vanity Fair has been providing jobs and economic opportunities for decades and it’s important that our state and local officials work together to support and sustain their operations. We appreciate Governor Riley’s strong support of this grant," said Albritton said.

Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA), informed Monroeville Mayor Anne Farish that the grant had been approved. The funds were made available through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

The grant is the second that Riley has awarded this year to provide new jobs in Monroe County. In February, Governor Riley awarded a $200,000 grant to Frisco City to help in the expansion of a furniture plant.

Like much of the rest of Alabama, the unemployment rate in Monroe County has seen a significant drop in the past 12 months. The county’s unemployment rate for May 2005 stands at 5.3 percent. Monroe County unemployment rate in May 2004 was 6.8 percent.

	[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.png]



For more contact information, visit Governor Bob Riley's Web Site:  http://www.governor.alabama.gov/
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