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Riley Announces Grant to Boost Economic Development
in Northwest Alabama  

MONTGOMERY—When counties want to maximize their economic development potential, they have to consider all their assets.  Five counties in northwest Alabama will do just that thanks to a grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley.
The Northwest Alabama Council of Local Governments will use $18,000 in Appalachian Regional Commission funds to analyze economic development assets in Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Marion and Winston counties.
The grant will fund the first phase of a project in which all natural and cultural resources in each county will be identified.  The council will then determine how these resources can be developed and marketed to spur economic growth in the region.
“Alabama families who want to raise their standard of living need the benefits of a strong economy,” Riley said.  “This regional approach to economic development will help each county develop its own strengths to stimulate growth across the area.”
Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Keith Jones, NACOLG executive director, that the grant had been approved.
Created by Congress in 1965, the Appalachian Regional Commission is a partnership of federal, state and local governments dedicated to promoting economic growth and improving the quality of life in a 13-state region along the Appalachian Mountains.
-30-

State of Alabama





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Acting Director











_1105881416.doc
[image: image1.png]






