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Riley Announces Grant to Boost Small Business 
in Calhoun County  

MONTGOMERY—Starting a business can be challenging and daunting.  Entrepreneurs in Calhoun County will have an improved chance for success thanks to a grant announced today by Gov. Bob Riley.
The Northeast Alabama Entrepreneurial System will use $15,500 in Appalachian Regional Commission funds to develop an entrepreneurial network in the county.  The network will bring together the resources of planning organizations, chambers of commerce and other business entities from across the county to help potential business owners get their ventures up and running.
“Small businesses are important to the state’s economy, employing many people throughout Alabama,” Riley said.  “This network will help entrepreneurs turn ideas into viable businesses that provide jobs for their communities.”

NAES officials say they expect approximately 10 new businesses to start up as a result of the resources provided by the network.  If successful, the network may be expanded to surrounding counties.
Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Greg Brown, NAES president, that the grant had been approved.
Created by Congress in 1965, the Appalachian Regional Commission is a partnership of federal, state and local governments dedicated to promoting economic growth and improving the quality of life in a 13-state region along the Appalachian Mountains.
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