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Riley Awards Grant to Encourage Seat Belt Use in Trucks 
MONTGOMERY – While Alabama has one of the best rates of seat belt use in the nation, a high number of truck drivers and passengers are still taking to the roads without buckling up, according to a federal highway survey. 
A $50,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley could help improve the numbers. The funds will be used by the state Department of Public Health to wage campaigns aimed at encouraging seat belt use among motorists in small and heavy trucks. The department will also use a portion of the funds to encourage proper use of child-restraints. 
“Alabama motorists are buckling up in record numbers, but more can be done to save lives and prevent injuries on roads,” Riley said.  “We hope this grant will educate even more drivers and passengers about the importance of taking proper precautions when traveling.” 
Alabama’s overall rate of seat belt use is 80 percent, but a 2003 study by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration found only 68 percent of truck drivers and passengers were buckling up. Rural male drivers were found to wear seat belts less often than other drivers for a number of reasons, including a mistaken belief they are less likely than others to be involved in a crash. 

State health officials will conduct educational programs in communities with low use rates.  
A similar program is planned statewide to promote child restraint use. More than 86 percent of child passengers in Alabama are fastened in child restraints, but a nationwide study by the NHTSA found more than two-thirds of the seats were improperly secured or the children were not buckled in correctly. 
Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Dr. Don Williamson, state public health officer, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grants through its Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division. 
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