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Riley Grant Funds Specialized Care 
for Northwest Alabama Assault Victims
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,000 grant to improve assistance to victims of sexual assault and to assist prosecutors in convicting abusers in northwest Alabama. 

The grant to the Shoals Crisis Center Inc. will be used to establish a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner program. The SANE program will provide professional assistance to adult and youth sexual assault victims in Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Limestone and Marion counties. 

“Victims of sexual assault have suffered enough and should be afforded compassionate and proficient care when they seek help,” Riley said. “I commend the staff for its mission to help assault victims to survive a terrible ordeal and rebuild their lives.”
The SANE program enables sexual assault victims to receive prompt attention from medical professionals who have received specialized training. Victims spend less time waiting for and undergoing examinations, and nurse examiners are trained to carefully gather forensic evidence required to convict abusers.  
Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Cynthia Morrison, president of the Shoals Crisis Center, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $10,000 has been pledged for the program. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA is administering the grant. 
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