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Riley Announces $50,000 Grant to Study 
Reuse of Former Textile Mill in Valley 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley announced a $50,000 grant to help give new life to an old textile mill complex purchased by the city of Valley. 

The city will use the grant, funded by the Appalachian Regional Commission, to evaluate the building and property and determine if it is feasible to restore it for another use. 
“This building which played such an intricate part in the development of the region has the potential to once again provide an important role,” Riley said. “I am glad to see the city of Valley attempt to preserve its past while preparing for its future.”

The former Langdale Mill, 
built in 1866 on a 25-acre site near the Chattahoochee River, is unsuited for modern, heavy industrial use, according to city planners.  City officials plan to explore the building’s potential use for tourism-based businesses, light industries, recreation and housing.
After reviewing the property, consultants provide recommendations for use. Once costs are estimated, the city expects private investors to partner in the development of portions of the property.
Officials with the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs notified Valley Mayor Arnold Leak that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant. 
ARC  was started in 1965 as a supplement grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region and are eligible for funding.
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