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Riley Awards $126,853 to Help the Homeless in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $126,853 grant to the Jefferson County Commission to continue providing shelter and services for the homeless.

“Alabamians who fall victim to homelessness often need emergency assistance,” Riley said.  “This grant helps the homeless get back on their feet and provides hope for others to avoid losing their homes.”
The commission will distribute the funds to homeless shelters to help pay operating costs such as maintenance, rent, security, fuel, equipment, insurance, utilities, food and furnishings.  
Shelters will also use the funds to provide services including healthcare, drug abuse counseling or prevention, education, child care, transportation, job training and placement and aid in acquiring other federal, state and local assistance.

Homelessness prevention programs will use grant funds to defray rent and overdue utility bills for families who have received eviction or utility termination notices.  Other activities include assistance with security deposits or first month’s rent, legal services, payments to prevent foreclosure on a home and other programs designed to reduce the incidence of homelessness.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA officials notified Commission Chairman Larry P. Langford that the grant had been approved.
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