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Riley Awards Grant to Increase Seat Belt Use  
MONTGOMERY—A University of Alabama research center will be seeking ways to improve the usage rate for safety belts and child restraints thanks to a $150,575 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The university’s CARE Research and Development Laboratory will research the effectiveness of statewide awareness programs, including the “Click-It-or-Ticket” campaign. Research results will be used to strengthen programs aimed at increasing usage of seat belts. Eighty percent of Alabama motorists adhere to the state’s mandatory seat belt and child restraint laws according to a study by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

“Alabamians are buckling up not only because it is a state law, but also because they realize that seat belts save lives and prevent serious injuries,” Riley said. “This grant will enable traffic safety officials to make a good program even more effective.”
The research center will coordinate telephone surveys and interviews before and after statewide seat belt awareness programs to gauge their effectiveness. Improvement recommendations will be suggested in a final report. The study will also pinpoint areas where seat belt and child restraint use is lowest. 
John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Cynthia Hope Jones, director of CARE, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant.  
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