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Riley Awards $300,000 to Increase Safety on Alabama Roads
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $300,000 grant to the Alabama Department of Public Safety to take unsafe drivers off the road and ensure all motorists obey traffic laws. The grant will enable a greater presence of troopers on the road, particularly on major holidays and in areas where traffic crashes are more likely.
“Improving highway safety is not an option, it is a necessity,” Riley said. “This grant will help save lives and reduce injuries on Alabama’s highways by increasing the presence of state troopers during busy travel periods.”
The grant will be used to provide overtime pay for troopers who work additional hours on weekends and major holidays when traffic crashes and violations are most likely to occur. The grant was issued in conjunction with the “Click It or Ticket” campaign and the Selective Traffic Enforcement Program, both of which are traffic safety programs. 
Alabama, where eight out of every 10 motorists buckle up, has the second highest seat belt usage rate among six Southeastern states surveyed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, but had a nearly 5 percent increase in injuries and a 9.4 percent increase in deaths in 2004 from the previous year.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state from the NHTSA. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.  
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