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Governor Riley Awards Grants to Preserve Jobs in Shelby County  

MONTGOMERY—Workers at two Shelby County plants will receive training to increase productivity, reduce waste and make their companies more competitive, thanks to grants awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

Riley awarded a $49,991 grant to Elastic Corporation of America Inc. in Columbiana and a $79,439 grant to Guardian-IPCO Inc. of Birmingham. Both grants will be used for training designed to improve production, make the plants more efficient and improve skills of employees. 
“This training will enable workers to learn new skills, be more proficient in their jobs and earn higher wages while enabling their companies to meet the challenges of the 21st Century,” Riley said. 
Eighty-five of Elastic’s 230 employees will receive the training conducted by the Alabama Technology Network Center. The corporation will contribute $50,060 for the training. In business since 1959, the company produces elastic fabrics used in garments, including hosiery, athletic wear and medical apparel. 
All 17 employees of Guardian-IPCO will receive training that will enable their company to meet standards necessary to compete for jobs. The business produces water treatment chemicals used in the operation of boilers, cooling systems and heat exchangers. Guardian-IPCO is contributing $45,956 for the training. 
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Stephanie Morgan, manager of Elastic, and Cindy Mitchell, president of Guardian-IPCO that the grants had been approved. 
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