[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
     Tuesday, May 24, 2005







            Jim Plott













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards $68,897 to Inform Officers 
About Illegal Drug Activity in South Alabama 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley is joining forces with a special law enforcement agency in Mobile to combat the sale and use of illegal drugs.

Riley has awarded a $68,897 grant to support the continued operation of the South Alabama Narcotics Intelligence Program. The program consists of members who gather information on illegal drugs in southwest Alabama in an attempt to stop their distribution, prevent violence and arrest offenders. Information is shared with area law enforcement agencies. 

 “Illegal drugs are a problem within every region and among every segment of society in Alabama,” Riley said. “I commend the dedicated work of this program to fully inform law enforcement officials regarding the flow and use of illegal drugs.”

SANIP works with local, state, regional and federal officials in detecting new trends in drugs and drug distribution. SANIP publishes bulletins several times a year to inform other area law enforcement agencies of intelligence gathered in drug and drug-related activities. Agents also seek to curtail crimes that are drug-related including murder, robbery and other violent offenses.
Officials at Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs notified Mike Dean, president of the Mobile County Commission, that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $22,966 has been pledged for the program. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state from a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grant.
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