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Riley Announces Grant to Construct Soccer Fields in Hartselle
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $150,000 grant to build a soccer complex in the city of Hartselle.
The city will develop the complex on more than 38 acres of land adjacent to Sparkman Park.  The grant will help fund the first phase which includes construction of two soccer fields and a gravel parking area.
“Outdoor recreation plays an important role in a community’s quality of life,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support development of this park which will expand opportunities for residents to develop a healthy lifestyle.”

City officials say the soccer complex is their top recreational priority.  In 2003, the city turned away more than 100 children who wanted to participate in league play because of a lack of fields.  The city hopes to expand the complex in the future to include a total of seven fields.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund.  
ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Dwight Tankersley that the grant had been approved.  The city has committed at least $150,000 in additional funds to the project.
Congress created the LWCF program in 1967 to assist in the development and preservation of outdoor recreational facilities.  This year, Riley has announced more than $1.7 million in LWCF projects for 18 Alabama cities and counties.  
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