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Riley Announces Grant to Enhance Community Park in Geraldine
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced a $100,000 grant to renovate and expand a recreational park in the town of Geraldine.
The town will use the funds to make improvements to Geraldine Town Park located on county Route 52.  Enhancements will include renovating two tennis courts and two basketball courts, constructing an interactive water play area on the site of an old swimming pool, and adding playground equipment.
“Outdoor recreation plays an important role in a community’s quality of life,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to support development of this park which will expand opportunities for both children and adults to develop a healthy lifestyle.”

Town residents say the park, built in 1973 and last updated in 1981, is in poor condition and no longer fulfills the community’s needs.  To support their grant request, Geraldine officials submitted several letters from residents emphasizing the need for improvements.
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund.  
ADECA director John Harrison notified Mayor Billy Smothers that the grant had been approved.  The town has committed at least $100,000 in additional funds to the project.
Congress created the LWCF program in 1967 to assist in the development and preservation of outdoor recreational facilities.  This year, Riley has announced more than $1.7 million in LWCF projects for 18 Alabama cities and counties.  
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