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Riley Announces Grant to Fix Sinkhole
in Downtown Tuskegee
MONTGOMERY—The threat of flooding and falling earth in a downtown area of Tuskegee is being addressed thanks to a $200,000 grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley.

The city will make repairs to a drainage line that has collapsed under a heavily traveled section of U.S. Highway 80.  A sinkhole formed by the collapse has caused four businesses to relocate and another business to tear down one of its walls.
“This grant will enable the city to address a serious problem that has had an adverse effect on businesses and traffic,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to offer this assistance in keeping downtown Tuskegee open for business for residents and visitors.”
The project will include the reconstruction of one-half mile of drainage ditches and culverts as well as repairs to curbs, gutters and pavement.  The improvements will reduce flooding in the area, prevent relocation of businesses and eliminate the need to re-route traffic through residential areas.
John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Johnny Ford that the grant would be funded by the Appalachian Regional Commission.
Created by Congress in 1965, the Appalachian Regional Commission is a partnership of federal, state and local governments dedicated to promoting economic growth and improving the quality of life in a 13-state region along the Appalachian Mountains.
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