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Riley Announces Grant to Place Life-Saving Devices
in DeKalb County Schools  

MONTGOMERY—Heart attacks can happen anywhere at anytime.  Persons who experience cardiac arrest while on school property in DeKalb County will have a much greater chance for survival thanks to a grant announced today by Gov. Bob Riley.
The DeKalb County Commission will receive $15,000 in Appalachian Regional Commission funds for the purchase of 20 automated external defibrillators to be placed in 15 schools.  The devices will allow school personnel to react quickly to cases of cardiac arrest, saving the lives of children, faculty, staff and visitors.
“Every second counts when someone is suffering from a heart attack,” Riley said.  “This grant will ensure an immediate response that will improve the chance of survival for victims.”
The automated defibrillators analyze heart activity and, if necessary, deliver an electric shock designed to return the heart to its normal rhythm.  Approximately 60 faculty and staff members will be trained in the use of the defibrillators and also will receive CPR and first aid training.
Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Sid Holcomb, president of the DeKalb County Commission, that the grant had been approved.
Created by Congress in 1965, the Appalachian Regional Commission is a partnership of federal, state and local governments dedicated to promoting economic growth and improving the quality of life in a 13-state region along the Appalachian Mountains.
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