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Riley Awards Grants to Improve Baldwin County Trails    

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded more than $100,000 in grants to improve two popular hiking trails in Baldwin County. 

Riley awarded an $80,000 grant to rebuild the 2-mile Jill Hall Trail, which is a part of the 32-mile Eastern Shore Trail. The Jill Hall Trail links Fairhope with Marriott’s Grand Hotel in Point Clear. 

Riley also awarded a $24,800 grant to ensure proper maintenance of the Orange Beach-Gulf State Park Backcountry Trail. Funds will be used to purchase equipment necessary for the upkeep of the 2-mile trail which is expected to be expanded to nearly 10 miles in the next few years. 

“These trails are additional invitations for residents and visitors to enjoy Alabama,” Riley said. “Safe and well-maintained trails improve the quality of life in each community they touch.”

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified David Ed Bishop, chairman of the Baldwin County Commission, and Steve Russo, mayor of Orange Beach, that the grants had been approved.

The grants were awarded from funds made available to the state from the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails Program.
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