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Riley Announces $149,000 Grant to Build 
Soccer Fields in Phenix City  

MONTGOMERY— When the River City Soccer Club in Phenix City was formed in 2000, the group hoped to have at least 100 children enroll. Despite having no permanent playing fields, more than 200 children signed up. 

Four years later those ranks have swelled to nearly 500 participants, and yet there are still no permanent fields. However, an announcement by Gov. Bob Riley will change that. 

The city has been awarded a $149,000 Land and Water Conservation Fund grant that will result in the construction of a soccer-field complex on a 40-acre, city-owned site. About $150,000 in local funds will supplement the grant.  
“Youth sports provide a wholesome activity that brings children, families and communities together and they often are a solid foundation for helping children develop into healthy and responsible adults,” Riley said. “I commend Phenix City officials, the River City Soccer Club and supporters for their efforts in this complex and I am pleased to announce this grant.”

The project will include four soccer fields, a concessions area, bathrooms, utilities and landscaping. Eight additional fields will be built in latter phases of the project.  

Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor Jeff Hardin that the grant had been approved.
 Riley has announced more than $1.7 million in Land and Water Conservation funding for projects in 18 Alabama cities and counties. The LWCF program was created in 1967 by Congress to assist in the development and preservation of outdoor recreational facilities.
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