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Riley Awards $200,000 to Help Development in Macon County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $200,000 grant to encourage development along an Interstate 85 interchange in Macon County. 

The grant to the Macon County Commission will fund a water line extension and enable an existing business to almost double its number of employees. The water line also is expected to spur additional commercial development along the interchange. 

“The infrastructure provided by this grant will allow an existing business to grow, encourage other businesses to locate in the area and result in needed jobs for Macon County,” Riley said. “I commend community leaders for their efforts in this project.”

The water line extension will enable W.T. Wadsworth Oil Co. Inc. to expand its gasoline station and truck stop at the Wire Road exit. A 24-hour restaurant and several connected specialty shops will be developed on the lot. The expansion will require hiring 39 new workers in addition to the 42 existing employees. A motel is being planned for future development at the interchange. 

A 6-inch water line will be extended nearly two miles to the business and will be available to serve future businesses. The County Commission and the Macon County Water Authority are providing at least $20,000 in local funds for the project. 

 John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified commission Chairman Jesse L. Upshaw that the grant had been approved. 

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. ADECA is administering the grant.
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