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Riley Announces $34,675 Grant to Teach Business Skills
to High School Students in North Alabama 
MONTGOMERY— A Lauderdale County program that has helped propel several culinary businesses to success is about to share its recipe with area high school students, thanks to a $34,675 grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The Shoals Entrepreneurial Center in Florence will use the grant to teach area high school students how to develop, own and manage a business. The center has been instrumental in helping area entrepreneurs in food-related business establish and market their products. 

“This pilot program will provide high school students with the basic information that could eventually lead them to start their own business,” Riley said. “I am pleased to announce this grant.”
The center will offer a three to five-day summer camp during which up to 100 students in Colbert and Franklin counties will receive instruction in the essentials of planning, starting and financing a business. Students will also be taught how to successfully advertise and market products. 

 John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Jerry Davis, executive director of the center, that the grant would be funded by the Appalachian Regional Commission. ADECA is administering the grant. 

The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are eligible to apply for funding. 
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