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Riley Announces $150,000 Grant to Establish Training

for Workers in Automobile Manufacturing 
MONTGOMERY— A $150,000 grant, announced by Gov. Bob Riley, will help train workers for the state’s growing automobile manufacturing industry. The training is also expected to be a valuable tool for recruiting additional auto plants and supplier industries to the state.  

Wallace State Community College in Hanceville will use funds from the Appalachian Regional Commission to establish courses geared toward manufacturing automobiles. The program will be designed for workers already employed by automobile manufacturers and supplier companies as well as for students seeking careers in the industry.
“Alabamians employed in the automotive manufacturing industry have proven themselves to be loyal, hard working and productive," Riley said. “This grant will help ensure that Alabama's workforce is equipped with the skills necessary for future automobile industries or expansion of existing manufacturing plants.” 

The Center for Business and Economic Research at the University of Alabama projects more than 13,000 new jobs relating to automobile manufacturing will be created in Alabama within the next 20 years.  
John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Dr. Vicki P. Hawsey, president of Wallace State, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant. 

The Appalachian Regional Commission was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region. Thirty-seven Alabama counties are eligible for funding. 
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