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Riley Announces $150,000 Grant to Build ‘Field of Miracles’

Ball Field in Cullman  
MONTGOMERY— A $150,000 grant announced by Gov. Bob Riley will enable the city of Cullman to knock a home run for children with special needs. 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund grant will be used to construct the “Field of Miracles,” a modified ball field at Ingle Park that will enable children with disabilities to participate in organized sports programs including baseball, soccer and basketball. 

“This facility will ensure that children with special needs no longer have to sit on the sidelines. Now they can experience the thrill of hitting a ball or traveling the bases,” Riley said. “I commend Cullman residents for their determination in making this project a reality, and I am pleased to announce this grant.”
The field will have a synthetic flat surface, including bases, baselines and dugouts, to accommodate wheelchairs and walking aids. The dimensions will be smaller than regulation fields to enhance sports play. The playing surface also can be converted for use as a basketball court or soccer field and is expected to provide recreation for more than 800 children in Cullman and surrounding counties. The city is providing $150,000 – most collected by citizens in private fund raisers – for the project. 

Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor Donald E. Green that the grant had been approved.
 Riley announced more than $1.7 million in federal Land and Water Conservation funding for projects in 18 Alabama cities and counties this year. The LWCF program was created in 1967 by Congress to assist in the development and preservation of outdoor recreational facilities.
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