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Riley Awards $100,000 to Fight Drugs in Colbert County 

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $100,000 grant to reduce the sale and use of illegal drugs in Colbert County.  
The grant will fund operations of the Colbert County Drug Task Force. The multi-agency task force is a coalition of law enforcement agencies within the county that have teamed up to provide more effective measures in reducing drugs. The task force is made up of representatives from the Colbert County sheriff’s and district attorney’s offices and police departments in Littleton, Leighton, Muscle Shoals, Sheffield, Tuscumbia and Cherokee. 

 “The combination of law enforcement personnel, equipment, intelligence and financial resources has proven to be a successful formula for tracking down and prosecuting those who sell and use illegal drugs,” Riley said. “I commend the task force and area law enforcement agencies for working together to protect their communities from the menace of illegal drugs.”

The 15-year-old drug task force has made 125 drug cases and seized drugs with an estimated street value of $670,400 during the current fiscal year which ends Sept. 30. The task force worked with the FBI, U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency and area law enforcement agencies on two additional cases involving trafficking illegal drugs and money laundering. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Emmitt Jimmar, chairman of the Colbert County Commission, that the grant had been approved. ADECA is the administering agency for the grant. Local funding of $33,333 has been committed to supplement the grant.  

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.
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