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Riley Awards $80,000 Grant to Build Trail in Graysville

The Grant is Part of a Local Effort to Preserve Once Polluted Five Mile Creek
MONTGOMERY— An $80,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley is helping give new life to a formerly polluted creek in north Jefferson County.

The grant to the city of Graysville will be used to build a multi-use trail along Five Mile Creek.  Construction of the half-mile-long trail is a part of a combined effort among six cities along the creek’s path to turn the creek into an asset for the communities instead of a liability. The waterway, once among the most polluted streams in Alabama, was nicknamed Creosote Creek because of its odor, according to local officials.

“This grant will provide needed recreation for residents, but it is only one component of a much larger success story,” Riley said. “This success could not have been achieved without a cooperative effort, and I hope it will be an inspiration to other communities.”

The Recreational Trails Fund project is part of an overall plan by the cities of Birmingham, Graysville, Brookside, Tarrant, Fultondale and Center Point and several other groups to construct a series of trails along a 23-mile stretch of the creek.  The grant, in addition to enabling Graysville to build a trail, will fund construction of a parking lot and a launch area for canoes. 

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Doug Brewer that the grant had been approved. The Recreational Trails program is funded through the Federal Highway Administration.
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