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Riley Awards Grant to Build Trail in Choctaw County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $9,700 grant to provide additional recreational opportunities in Choctaw County. The grant will be used to construct a walking trail in the Shady Grove community.

The 960-foot-long asphalt trail will be constructed at a former school now used as a Head Start education center. There are no recreational facilities in the Shady Grove area. 
“Recreational projects like this not only improve the health and well-being of Alabama residents by encouraging outdoor activity, such projects also make the community a more desirable place to live,” Riley said. “I commend the Choctaw County officials and local residents for their efforts in pursuing this project.”

The Shady Grove Walking Trail Committee, a community group seeking to provide recreation opportunities, initiated the project. As the trail project developed, a coalition emerged that includes the committee, the County Commission, the Choctaw County Parks and Recreation Board and the county Board of Education. The school board owns the property.

 John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Probate Judge Michael Armistead, who also serves as commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state from the Federal Highway Administration’s Recreational Trails Program.
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