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Riley Awards Grant to Increase Worker Safety at Mobile Company

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $27,800 grant to John G. Walton Construction Company in Mobile to help employees do their jobs more safely.

Training in employee safety, supervisor development and safety, and accident procedures will be provided to 45 workers enabling them to be safer on job sites, reduce accidents and minimize work disruptions.

“Alabamians are hard-working, productive people who understand that safety on the job is vital to them and to their employer,” Riley said.  “I commend Walton Construction for taking the necessary steps to ensure the safety of its employees.”

Company officials say the reduction in accidents will reduce employee down time thus increasing efficiency and allowing the company to expand its client base.  The increase in revenue will result in higher wages for employees and will make it possible for the company to create new jobs.

In operation since 1994, the family-owned business provides asphalt services for the construction of highways, parking lots, building pads, curbs and gutters.  The company will provide $31,760 toward the training that will be conducted by Safety Plus Inc.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified John G. Walton, company president, that the grant had been approved.
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