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Riley Awards $89,739 to Help Child Abuse Victims in Chambers, Randolph and Tallapoosa Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $89,739 to the Tri-County Children’s Advocacy Center to assist child abuse victims in Chambers, Randolph and Tallapoosa counties.  The center will use the grant to provide crisis counseling, advocacy services and court assistance for victims.

“Children need professional and compassionate counseling so that they can recover from the trauma of abuse,” Riley said.  “This program not only helps child victims, but also collects evidence to successfully prosecute child abusers.”

Center officials say their goals are to continue services for victims and increase the prosecution rate of offenders by providing vital information to investigators. The center’s court advocate gathers information on child abuse cases, prepares victims for trial, and supports them during legal proceedings.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Sid Lockhart, board president of the Tri-County Children’s Advocacy Center, that the grant had been approved.
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