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Governor Awards Grant to Aid Domestic Violence Victims

in Southwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $35,351 to the Baldwin County Family Violence Project in Robertsdale to continue victim services and community education efforts in Baldwin and Escambia counties.

The funds will support the project’s Lighthouse Sexual Assault Program through which victims, as well as family members other than the abuser, receive counseling and emergency services.  The grant also will help sustain educational programs in schools and other community organizations.

“Recovery from the terrible impact of domestic violence can be difficult for victims, families and communities,” Riley said.  “I commend the Family Violence Project for helping victims cope with the trauma of domestic abuse and for providing educational opportunities that can prevent violence in families in the future.”

Other services provided through the program include a 24-hour crisis line, volunteer rape response team, emergency food and clothing, group counseling and assistance throughout the investigative and judicial processes.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

ADECA Director John Harrison notified Joan Hand, project president, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $8,837 will supplement the grant.
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