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Riley Awards Grant to Promote Child Passenger Safety

in Montgomery Region
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $20,340 grant to encourage motorists in eight counties around Montgomery to properly buckle up their child passengers.


The city of Montgomery will use the funds for training and equipment aimed at increasing the use of child restraints in automobiles in Autauga, Bullock, Dallas, Elmore, Lee, Lowndes, Macon and Montgomery counties.  Recently, the Alabama Department of Public Health reported the use of child restraints in the state dropped by 4 percent in 2004.

“Child safety seats, when used properly, prevent injuries and save lives,” Riley said.  “I urge parents and responsible adults to make sure children are properly secured before allowing them to travel in a motor vehicle.”

Law enforcement officers, emergency personnel, health educators, childcare workers and others will receive certification training as child passenger safety technicians.  CPS technicians are qualified to teach motorists the proper way to install and use child restraints.

Grant funds also will be used to establish a child safety seat inspection station in the region where motorists can go to ensure their child seats are safely and properly installed.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor Bobby Bright that the grant had been approved.
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