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Riley Awards $15,000 to Troy for Police Fingerprint Scanner
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $15,000 grant to assist the city of Troy in upgrading public safety equipment that will enable officers to better perform their duties.
The funds will be used to purchase an electronic fingerprint scan system.  The system will streamline the booking process, speed up the identification of suspects and give the Troy Police Department a link to the FBI’s fingerprint identification system.

“Law enforcement officers need modern and reliable equipment to adequately protect and serve their communities,” Riley said.  “I support the work of Troy police officers to improve the protection of residents.”

The scanner captures prints and displays them on a screen so an officer can ensure they are readable.  The elimination of ink in the process will help reduce smudges and an officer can immediately re-scan a print that is less than adequate.
The system will eliminate substantial delays caused by necessary transportation and processing of fingerprint cards.  Officials say fingerprint checks currently can take as many as three months to complete.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor Jimmy C. Lunsford that the grant had been approved.
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