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Riley Awards $15,000 for Riverside Police Firearms
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $15,000 grant to assist the town of Riverside with public safety equipment purchases that will help officers better perform their duties.
“Law enforcement officers need reliable equipment to adequately protect and serve their communities,” Riley said.  “I support the work of Riverside police officers to improve the protection of residents.”

The police department will use the grant to purchase state-of-the-art firearms and duty gear including belts, holsters and magazine and handcuff cases.
Town officials say the new equipment will increase the safety of officers and residents by replacing non-standardized weapons with department-issued firearms.  Currently, the city requires all officers to purchase their own guns and has no control over reliability and performance of police weapons.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor Melvin Forrester that the grant had been approved.
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