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Riley Awards $15,000 for Pell City Police Camera System

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $15,000 grant for a camera system designed to enhance public safety in Pell City.  The city’s police department will purchase a mobile video surveillance system that will help officers to reduce crime in a number of “hot spots” across the city.

“Law enforcement officers need effective tools to adequately protect and serve their communities,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to assist Pell City’s efforts to improve the protection of residents.”

Police officials say there have been significant increases in stolen vehicles, break-ins and vandalism in certain neighborhood, school and retail locations.  The camera will provide 24-hour surveillance of these areas on a rotating basis.  Images will be transmitted from the camera to a receiver in a patrol car enabling officers to respond quickly.

The equipment is expected not only to help officers make more arrests, but also to help prosecutors convict the offenders since the images can be recorded and used as evidence.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Director John Harrison notified Mayor Adam Stocks that the grant had been approved.
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