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State Announces New Approach to Substance Abuse Prevention

“Alabama UPS” brings groups together to stop juvenile drug and alcohol abuse

MONTGOMERY—Alabama has a new strategy to battle juvenile substance abuse.  The program, called “Alabama UPS,” is a statewide, comprehensive and science-based prevention program that marks a new approach for the state.

Alabamians devoted to steering the youth of their communities away from substance abuse will be able to receive training, technical and financial assistance.  To receive funding, however, community-based groups must work together and submit a letter of intent to apply for a grant by Feb. 16.
“The use of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs has a negative impact on every community in Alabama,” said Kris Vilamaa, project manager for Alabama UPS.  “We are proud to announce today that we are making available $7.65 million to help our communities bring together all of the sectors impacted by this problem.”

Gov. Bob Riley appointed a 23-member council in Oct. 2003 to develop a statewide youth substance abuse prevention program.  With guidance from the council, Alabama UPS established a process for funding coordinated prevention programs to combat substance abuse among juveniles, ages 12 to17.  The program’s goal is to coordinate resources at the local level to make substance abuse prevention efforts more efficient and effective.

“These grants will help communities to develop a comprehensive plan involving schools, faith-based organizations, law enforcement, social service providers and parents working together to assess current efforts and to fill gaps in those efforts,” Vilamaa said.  “This project has something for every community. It helps communities that have never planned together before as well as those that are doing a lot of joint planning, but need funding to implement their plan to reduce substance abuse among youth.”

(-more-)

ADD ONE

As part of the competitive selection process for awarding grants, Alabama UPS will help communities identify substance abuse and its impact, form strategies for addressing the abuse and provide follow-up assistance.  All coalitions interested in applying for the grants must attend an applicant training session on Feb. 23, and the deadline for submitting applications is March 14.

Alabama UPS is an alliance of state and community agencies spearheaded by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.  It seeks to build healthy families and communities by encouraging cooperative local prevention efforts to reduce alcohol, tobacco and illegal drug use.  Additional information is available at www.ups.alabama.gov.
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