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Riley Awards $60,000 to Aid Crime Victims and Families 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $60,000 grant to a Montgomery-based program that provides assistance for crime victims and their families.

The Neighbors in Christ program helps people overcome the mental and emotional scars suffered by victims of crime and persons closely associated with victims. The organization, which works with the Montgomery Police Department and the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office, provides assistance to victims of assault, theft, robbery, homicide and other major crimes.

“The terrible impact of a crime continues long after it has been committed and the police have left the scene,” Riley said. “This program helps victims and their families overcome fears and related trauma caused by crime.”

The organization, formerly known as Montgomery Neighbors Who Care, has nearly 100 volunteers who provide emotional support and relief. Neighbors in Christ also receives the support of area churches, businesses and other service organizations to ensure the needs of victims and their families are met. In addition, Neighbors has a crime clean-up team that cleans up crime-scene areas once an investigation has been completed. 

The program served more than 400 people in Montgomery in 2004 and the organization is seeking to expand its services into Autauga, Elmore and Lowndes counties.

John Harrison, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Joey Watkins, president of Neighbors Inc., that the grant had been approved. In addition to the grant, $15,000provided by other sources has been pledged for the program.


Riley awarded the grant from funding made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The grant is administered by ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety division.
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